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tomer utisfaction. The capabilities of the software are 
more than those which have been used for the comple· 
tion of this cue study. The software can also generate a 
··competitive assessment'", showing the politi0<1 of the 
company arno<lgst competitors. This and many other 
functions of the software haven't Men used be<:ause they 
fa ll outsideofthescopeofthis investigation. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Today's highly competitive envlronmem of 
Telecommtlniution Services has put the quality upect to 
thellrttplaceoftheprioritiesthathavetobelmplement­
ed by a telecommunication services provider in order to 
Mcome a leader in this industry se<:tor lind gain as many 
cuuomers u pmsible. In p;articulllr. the competition of 
telecommunkations services is driven by several factors 
such as price. network reliability, sf!f"Vice feuures. per­
ceivedqualityandresponsivenesstocustomerJ. The rep­
uution along with the increase of the muketshareofa 
telecommunications services providermainlydependon 
the response level to all these Important factors u well 
astothespeedthat newservices are lmroducedlntothe 
market. 

To this end. the use of such techniques and methodolo­
gies which would enable the companies to measure and 
improve their cunomers' satisfllction has become an 
essent~l issue. The utiliution of the Qulllity function 
Deployment methodology. in order to Oefine the special­
ized requirements of the top customers of telecommuni­
cationfs.ervicesprovidersandtheirsolutionsinorderto 
sa tisfytheseneeds.wullpioneeracademicreseuch for 
the e)(lsting local business status quo. Therefore. QFD 
methodology was seen by the authors as a very powerful 
qualitytoolthatcouldbeusedforthepurposesand frnd­
ingsof thlf investigation. 

Theprocedureofidentifyingthespeclaliudrequiremenu 
of the top cunomers was perhaj» the most Interesting 
part of this project. This identillcation wu rnlrde during 
short interviews with the IT marugers of the collaborat­
ed Mtop customers". However. the most critical activity 
forthesucceuoftheprojectwasthe preparatlonofthe 
draftquestionnaire.Thequestionnairehadtobeclurby 
using"strongverbs"(change,insull,provide.createetc). 
in order to give the correct meaning for each require­
ment.U.stlybutnotless interestlngpartwuthemeeting 
with the telecommunication provider Executives where 
the solutions to the custome rs" needs had to be idelltl· 
lied. By recognizing the importallce of this project for 
their organization, the company was represented at this 
meeting with some of its most importallt and experi­
enced managers. 

GeneraUy, the QFO methodology provides a trUe com­
petitive edge for any company that wants to be i le~der 
in iu sector. However. the resu!u of this parckullr inves­
t ignlon can be used not only by any local telecommunica­
tion provider but also by other local telecommunications 
services providers abroad which aim to lncreue their 
customers" satisfactioll in an effective way. finally. some­
one could say thattheresu1cswillbe aneyeopen!ngand 
e~llghteningforthe futuremanagementplallS of thespe­
c: rfictelecommunicationprovider 
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S. CONCLUSIONS 

In this paper a timeseriespreclietionofwinclspeecl using 
artificia lneuralnetworhispresentecl.Forthispurpose 
the mean monthly hourly wind speed records for the area 
ofKourrisdam,lo<atedatthesouthofCyprus,areused. 
The network was trained to predict the mean monthly 
hourly wind speed of a year by using the values of wind 
speedforthesamemomhand samehourforthethree 
previous years. consewtively. The training of the net" 
work was fast and accurate. The correlation coefficient 
obtained from the learning phase is equal to0.85 17. The 
dataforonecompleteyear(2000)wereusedfor theval­
idationofthenetwork.ltshouldbenotedthatthesedata 
were completely unknown to the network. The wind 
speed for the validation data set was predicted with a 
correlation coefficient of 0.82 which is satisfactory for 
windspeedwhichisveryunstable.Thereforethemethod 
proved to be very promising both for predicting missing 
values ami for forecasting. 
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EFFECTS OF TREATED WASTEWATER AND SLUDGE 
IN AGRICULTURE: ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
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moS[ of the scientific. technological and academic knowl­
edge worldwide is available in English a~d additionally 
over SO percent of information stored ele<tronically is 
made available in English. This certainly Is a very wide 
areaandneedstobediscussedoniuownmerit,inapm­
sible future article. Similarly one can gain aCCI!$5 to 
WesternEuropeanculture.religionorliteraturebyeither 
usingdirectlythemediumorEnglish.orthroughanEnglish 
rranslation. English /u.s uken over from U.tin, whi<h per­
formed the ume role: over a thous.and years ago. 

An additional group of reasons is for enteruinment pur­
poses. English Is the language of popular musk, video 
games, home computers, satellite broadcasting - and in all 
fairness to the discussion - for some Illegal imernatiooal 
activitiessuchasdrugsandpornogra~y. 

Finally - and in order to present a more rounded and 
im~rtial argument- Crystal mentiOfls some undesirable 
reasons for the widespread adoption of English. It is 
often argued that English has obuined Its worldwide su­
tusbecauseofitsimrinslclinguisticfeatures. It is claimed 
thatEnglishlsaslmpleandeasylanguagetolurn.easier 
to pronounce, possessing uncomplicated grammatical 
structures with richer vocabulary and generally ""more 
beautiful"'. It seems though that this reasoning is not ..... 1. 
idatedlinguiniully.Onthecontrary.itrevealslinguistic 
naivetyandacertainchauvinism. 

~langooges rise ond faa in world esteem formony kind:; of 
re<~sons-JKI/i!icol. economic, soda/, religious, literary-butlin­
guislic reasons dQ not rank highly among them". (Crystal 
2001 : 106). 

All these reasons outlined by Crysul (2001:106 & 390). 
scratch only the surface of what is at issue here. They do 
nevertheless bring out two main areas of concern- inter­
natiOflalism and identity. These two areu. however. 
immediately raise some problems because of their con­
flictivenature.lf a nationwishestobepartofthisinter­
national dynamism then it has to position itself within th is 
global world;bututhesametimeitneedstofindaway 
to balance Its needs In relation to that situation. while 
considering lu people"s psychology and its identity u a 
nation. 
This is a fine distinction to make indeed. and it Is this dis­
tinction that I feel the government of Cyprus hu failed to 
observe accuruely in its decision concerning the new 
University. lthufailedtoapplythislinetuningbetween 
these two parameters. Providing the cititens of a coun­
try with the potential of universality does not need to 
diminishtheirownidentityandculture. On the contrary. 
itcanenhancethemas humantM:!ings. 

"lntemolionolism implies irltellifibility. If the recrson for any 
ootian wGI!inJ to promote English is to gr.e k access ta what 
!hebrooderEnglish-speokingworldhas to offer. !hen it is cru­
dolforits people to beoble toundenotondtlle English of !hot 
world, and to be understood in their tum. In short, intemotion­
ofismdemondsonogreedstandard". (Crysto/200/://0) 

On the other side of the argument, preserving ooe's 
national identity is a worthy cause. but there are many 
ways or doing so. other than linguistic eKdusion. whkh 
can only lead colsolatiOfl. 

"kltn!ityimpliesittdMduoUty.lfoootioowishestopreserveits 
unlquenessortoestablishiupresence, ondtaa-.o+dbeingon 
ononymousingredient in oculturolmelting-pot, then It must 
searchforwaysofexpressingiudifferencefromtherestofthe 
world. Flogs, uniformsondothersuch symbals will hove their 
p/oce". (Crysta/2001:110) 

Ceruinly in the use of Cyprus. continuing to use the 
Enclish language as a means of instnJction wiH not down­
grade or devalue the Greek language or in any way alter 
the identity or in people. Greek will remain the national 
langulgefor the majority of the population in Cyprusu 
it has over the centuries. The array of foreign con­
querorsthroughouttheisland'slonghistoryhnnotbeen 
able to change the Hellenistic character of the island and 
neither will the use of English in the new University. The 
citizens of the island will continue to use, protect and 
valueGreekastheirnationallanguagethroughtheircul­
tural heriuge. religion. literature and othe.- forms of 
eKpression. but at the same time they will have enhanced 
themselveswithanadditionallanguagecapableofcreating 
newopponunitiesforthem. 

Rounding off the web of reasoos we cannot but realite 
tho!tEngllshisineveryaspectofsociety:te<:lmology.edu­
cation, media. rravelling. career. enteruinmem. and In so 
manyotherareu. Butunderlylngallth~e.thereisthe 
relationship between "lan~e and societyM. and more 
specifically""languageandpower". Unguagegivespower 
tosociety-andineKtenslon- totheindividualcititen 
be<:ause It assists the achievement of various social and 
personal purposes: enquiry, persuasion. information. 
enteo·tainment, instruction. communication and so on. 
Ascitltensofanynationweneedtoviewalanguagecrit­
kally. not ooly for wlu.t it is but for the power it could 
offer us. 

""Criticallongua~<71¥0renessisamotterofbeingobletorecDf­
nize forces that shope the WO)""W'I! lhink bylhelanguoge !hey 
use. The issues a( identity, power and language 00.-e become 
verybigissuesindeed'". (&der&Kei!h 1999:117). 

Most ceruinly the English language is a force that has 
shapedourwayofthinkingandourlifeiuelf;andgovern­
menu worldwide seem unable to put a stop to it. or if 
they try to do ~o. as in the case of the new impending 
University in Cyprus this will be- in my opinion • a fal~e 
andmlscalculnedde<ision. 

"The global web of corporate power foos released (orces 
beyomlnationolgovernment'scomro/ ... Whotoretloeforces 
O<tingtode-stobilizegovemment?Onemoinsourceisab!Jb­
blinJdiversity of change wlcirlg p/o(e below the le•el of !he 
ootian state, which is not led by ro.-ernments, though !hey 
must respond to if'. (Butler&Keithl999:117). 

Any government. and the Cyprus government should be 
noeKceptioo. mustrealilethatwearelivinginanera or 
global change and if we need to be part of this global 
worldwemusttrytolncegrate.racherthanalienateour­
selvesfromit. 

""ThestoteiswilheMgandglotxtlb!JsiMssistokingchorge. 
Globolisotian. we should remember, is about relo6onsltips 
be!Wffi> !hesmoHandthe 1o1ft, inwhidl eado influences the 
other". (Butler&Keith 1999:118). 



Ceruinly Cyprus is ~ sm~ll country with big uplr.~tions. 
Being part of a largeglobalised community will make us 
not smaller. but bigger because we will be &:iven the 
chance to promote our country, our reserr.~tions and 
problems. our ~ccomplishments and achievements: and 
havina:a globalised language at hand. will provide a great 
asset. a powerful tool. and if there are means of acquiring 
such 1 tool, then this is an opportunity which no-one can 
afford to miss. 
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17. Dr loanni~ Angeli. Lecturer in the Mechanical Engineering Department, attended the "ECO Fo run 2005". and pre­
sentedapaper.Cyprus,June200S 

18. Dr loannis Angeli. Lecturer in the Mechanical Engineering Deparunem. attended the "7th Qua lity Forum ". and 
po·esentedapaper.Cyprus.September2004 

19. Dr Joannis Angeli. Lecturer in the Mechanical Engineering Department. attended the "Quo/ity f orum . and pre­
sented a paper. Thessalonica. December 2004. 

Short Courses attended by HTI Academic Staff: 

I. Dr Costas Neocleous, Senior Lecturer In the Mechanical Engineering Department. attended: "EuroGP 2005, 
EvoCOP2005, EvoWorkshops 2005", Switzerland, 30 March - I Aprii200S 

2. Mr Stylianos Kyzas. Instructor in the Engineering Practice Department, attended a "5-0oy Training for Trainers 
courseon EU A(foirs" atRuskinCollege,Oxlord,England.20-24June200S. 

3. Mr Constantinm Christodoulou. Lab Assistant in the Mechanical Engineering Deparunent, attended: "Implementing 
and Supporting Micro50(t Windows XP Professlono/" (35 hours). Cyprus. 23 · 30 March. 2 · 8 September 2005. 

4. Dr George Florides. Senior Instructor of the Engineering Practice Department. attended a course on: "Uitr<Uound 
Testingof We/d5".UK.21 - 24June200S 

S. Dr Nicholas Kathijotes. Lecturer in the Civil Engineering Department. attended: "Agricu/turo/ Engineering 
Problems". at the latvian Agricultural University. Latvia. 2 - 3 june 2005. 

6. Dr loannis Angeli. Lecturer in the Mechanical Engineer ing Department. attended: o) "Seminar on new ISO 22000, 
HACCP" b) "CE Marking fo r Lifts". Cyprus. April 2005. 

Visit s/Educational Exchange Programmes 

I. Mr Charalambos Tsioutis, Inst ructor of the Engineering Practice Department. visited the TEl Peureus, under the Staff 
exchange Socrates Programme, Greece, 27 Mar<:h 200S - 2 April 200S. 

2. Mr Theodoros Symeou, Lenurer in rhe Mechanical Engineering. vi~ited the Budape~t Univers ity of Technology 
(BUTE) in Budapest. Hungary. 16 -20May2005. 

3. Mr 5tylianos Kyzas, Instructor in the Engineering Practice Department, visited the TEl Thessalloniki under the staff 
exchange Socrates Programme, 28 March 2005 - I April 2005 

4. Dr Pavlos Christodoulides. Lecturer in the General Studies Department, vis ited rhe Ecole Normale Superieure de 
Cachan (Paris) for re~earch cooperation on "Water waves" with Profe~sor Frederic Dia~. France. 6 - 14 November 
2004. 

S. Dr loannis Angeli, Lecturer in the Mechanical Engineering Department. attended a fivHays visit to TEl larissas with­
in the Erasmus - Socrates Program. He gave lectures on Quality Management. QFO and SPC. La.rina. Greece. 
November2004. 

6. Mr Demetri~ Andreou. Lecturer in the Civil Engineering Deparunent. participated in the Staff Exchange Programme 
and visited Surrey University. UK, 18 April - 21 April 2005 
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